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NOTICE OF UPCOMING TECHNICAL PRESENTATION

Wednesday, April 12, 2017

SUBJECT: Risk Assessment in Geotechnical Engineering
Canadian Geotechnical Society (CGS) Cross Canada Lecture Tour – Spring 2017

SPEAKER: D. Vaughan Griffiths, Ph.D., D.Sc., P.E., D.GE., FICE, FASCE – Colorado School of Mines

Dr. Vaughan Griffiths completed his Master’s degree at UC Berkeley and Doctoral
degrees at the University of Manchester, UK. He was a Senior Lecturer at the University
of Manchester, UK, before moving to his current position as Professor of Civil
Engineering at the Colorado School of Mines, USA, where his primary research interests
lie in application of finite element and risk assessment methodologies in civil
engineering.

He has written over 300 research papers, including some of the most highly cited in
geotechnical engineering research literature. He is the co-author of three textbooks that
have gone into multiple editions, including the Chinese language Programming the
Finite Element Method, 5th edition, Wiley (2014), Risk Assessment in Geotechnical
Engineering, Wiley (2008) and Numerical Methods for Engineers, 2nd edition, Chapman
& Hall/CRC (2006). He gives regular short courses for practitioners on risk and finite
element applications in geotechnical engineering, with courses already scheduled for
2017 in Canada, Australia, Columbia and Norway. Dr. Griffiths is a former ASCE
Director and is currently an editor of Computers and Geotechnics, on the Advisory Panel
of Géotechnique and on the Editorial Board of Georisk.

CONTENT: Geotechnical engineering has seen a rapid growth of interest in risk assessment
methodologies. This seems a logical evolution since soils and rocks are among the most
variable of all engineering materials and geotechnical engineers must often make do
with materials they are dealt with at any particular site. A probabilistic analysis may lead
to a “probability of failure”, as opposed to the traditional “factor of safety”, representing a
fundamental shift in the way engineers need to think about the suitability of their
designs. The seminar will review some of the benefits and potential pitfalls of these
different approaches and describe some introductory methods of probabilistic analysis.

DETAILS: Location: Executive Inn, 4201 Lougheed Highway, Burnaby, BC V5C 3Y6
Social Hour: 5:30 to 6:30 pm (drinks available at the hotel bar)
Technical Presentation: 6:30 to 7:30 pm (No need to RSVP)
Dinner: 8:00 pm ($20 will be charged for dinner)

If you would like to stay for dinner, please RSVP to Aran Thurairajah via email
(Aran_Thurairajah@golder.com) or at the door
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The VGS would like to thank the following companies (in alphabetical order) for sponsoring this
Cross Canada Lecture Tour:

‐ BGC Engineering

‐ Klohn Crippen Berger

‐ Thurber Engineering Ltd.

The Cross Canada Lecture Tour is organized by the Canadian Geotechnical Society and its various
local sections, and funding is provided by the Canadian Foundation for Geotechnique.


